*All the News:
That’s Fit to Print"
-

The New ork Times

. Late Edition

New York: Today, showers ending.
clearing. High 51.56. Tonight, clear,
colder. Low 27-37. Tomorrow, sunny,
light winds. High 49.54. Yesterday:
High 59, Jow 51.. Details on page 39.
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‘ Czechos[ovdk Police Disperse Catholics at a Rally

VIENNA, March 26 (AP) — Riot po-
licemen backed by water cannon beat
and arrested hundreds of Roman
Ca in western C: vakia on

ing them into side streets where hun-
dreds of people were amzsted and
many were beaten,

has been gmwlng among

Friday night when they demonstrated
for religious freedom, wgs(em report-
ers said today. .

About 2,000 people In Bratislava, the
Siovak capital, had gathered in.front of
the National Theater lor a candlelight
rally that had been banned by the Com-
munist authorities, who tightly control
religious activities.

Witnesses sald the authorities dis-
persed the protesters, who had been
.singirg Slovak and Czech anthems and
praying and holding candles, by herd-

i

Di
Catholics at the authorities’ failure to
agree with the Vatican on candidates lo
10 vacant bishoprics. No new
Czechoslovak . bishops ~ have been
named since 1973; the three remaining
bishops are all mere than 75 years old.
A petition for religious fregdor and the
appointment of bishops and priesis is
being widely circulated.

Jan Cernogursky, who helped organ-
ize the rally, said In a telephone inter-
view from Bratislava that jf.thiere were
similar protests imthe fu en the

Government will no longér be able to
fmely decide over the heads of the €Il
2ens.’ -

"It was a new fnrm of civil protest in
this country after 40 years," he told the
Austrian radio, adding that a demon-
stration of citizens that had been an-
nounced beforehand has practically
never taken place here before.”

Otto Hormann of the Austrian state
television said his crew was dragged
away by policemen who appeared
drunk, and was taken to police head-
quarters for two and a half hours. Two

detained.

The forceful police reaction ap-
peared designed to disrnuragc opposl-
tion by Catholics.

Negotiations With Vallun

tegotta he —mppofntments|
issue betweerf the Government and a
Vatican delegation in Prague in Janu-
ary were Inconclusive. The Govern-
ment Insists on candidates belonging to
the pro-Government Pacem in Terris
organization of clergymen, which-is
banned by the Vatican, and the Vatican
is insisting on its own candidates.

The talks are scheduled to resume in
Rome next month.

The 31-point petition, which organiz-
ers say has been s by hundreds of

of Catholics has

other Austrian ision. journalists
were held for eight hours, and a team
froma W;esl German network also was

made authorities increasingly nervous.

priests and separation of church and
state as well as the right to question
Government actions and to-petition au-
thoritles without harassment. !

The petition's author, Augustin Naw-
tratib-was-arrested-earlier-this-month
and charged with committing “slander
of a state organ and of a public organi-
zation,” which is punishable by up to
one year's Imprisonment.

Frantisek Miklosko, a Slovak Catho-
lic cuivist, had announced the rally to
the_authorities .“on_ behalf of several
faithful fellow citizens™ and organizers
said up to 70,000 participants were ex-
pected .
But lhe authorities bahned the rally
on Thutsday, saying it was “‘an event
guided from abroad” that was directed

It .calls for more bishops, more

against the Socialist system.

Detentions at a Baltic Rally
Confirmed by Soviet Press |

ﬁ‘MD&COW V,_March 28 (Reuters).= .
Soviet press agency Tass con-
firmed reports today that a number. of
people had been detained at railies in
the Soviet Baltic republics of Latvia
and Estonia on Friday.

A’ Latvian dissident, Rmalds Gaubis,
earlier said by telephone that he and 14
others were seized during a rally in
Riga in’ memory of Latvians deported
to Siberia during the Stalin era.

Tass confirmed that thousands of
people had taken part in the rally and
that “a handful of Irresponsible peo-
ple” attempted (o protest. It also re-
ported that five arrests had been made

ata similar r.llly in Tallin, Estonia.




